CAMP   LIFE
grounds at the south-western end of the island, in a manner
which is most tantalising to the dweller in the eastern, if supplies
happen to be low.
The ranch supported at this time about 12,000 sheep, 2,000
head of cattle, and other livestock; we were generously sup.
plied with milk and could purchase any quantity of mutton:
beef was not often killed for so small a party.'   Chickens of a lean
species .were sometimes available.   Mana later brought Mr.
Edmunds some turkeys which did well.   Bananas "were useful,
when in season.   Fig-trees thrive, and we had a lavish and most
acceptable supply at Raraku of this fruit from those planted by
the natives prior to their removal to Hanga Rpa.   Vegetables
were scarce, as the Manager took no interest in his garden, owing
to the depredations of the natives, and we had no time for their
cultivation.   Groceries had, of course, been brought with us,
and on our arrival they were deposited in the locked and strongly
built wool-shed at Hanga Piko, a small-boat landing between
Hanga Roa and MataverL   Housekeeping was a much easier
business than on the yacht, but S.'s share of practical work was
considerably greater, for, beside the initial camp-pitching, all
tent or kitchen gear that went wrong and every lamp which
would not burn made demands on his time.   In his department
also came the stud ; we had been kindly provided with some of
the island ponies, of which there are about five hundred; as
export is impossible, the value of each animal is put at 55.
When not in use the steeds were put out to graze as best they
might; and in addition to the care of the saddlery, every tethering
rope which chafed through against the stones was brought for
repair to the head of the Expedition,   In judging of scientific
work under such conditions, it must always be borne in mind how
many hours and days are thus inevitably consumed in practical
labour.
There was, luckily for us, the one skilled workman on the
island, the French carpenter who had made his way from New
Caledonia; his name was Vincent, but he answered' to the
appellation of " Varta " (the figure in fig. 37]; the difficulty
-was to obtain his services as he was constantly employed on the
ss&tte. One of our few retainers, Mahanga (fig. 89), was not
r^ga^ye of Easter, but had come from the Paumotu Islands;
in^lfl^dfefthfully for many months, the goal in view being the

